
Hunter College Elementary School Admissions Office 
71 East 94

th
 Street, New York, N.Y. 10128   (212) 860-1401  Fax (212) 722-6693 

 

 

The Parent/Guardian Observation Summary 2015 

Please read carefully and print legibly in blue or black ink. 

 

Child’s Name:______________________________________ Birth date  _____/_____/09    ID: __________ 
 

Directions: Please print your child’s first and last name in the space above ONLY.  Do not write your 

child’s name in any of your responses below. We delete the name above from the copies given to the 

admissions committee so that the selection review is anonymous.   Write on this form only. Please return 

this form by 4 PM, January 5
th

, 2015.  
 

I.  All children have characteristic reactions to new activities and situations. Please read the following behaviors. 

Check () the frequency that best matches your child’s approach to participating in new activities.  Then, provide an 

example of your child’s most frequent participation style.  

Style of Participation (Not a determiner of intellectual giftedness) 
Seldom/ 

Never 
Sometimes Often 

Almost 

Always 

My child eagerly engages in new activities and situations.     

My child goes along in a positive manner, with increasing enthusiasm as the 

activity becomes more familiar. 
    

My child stands on the sidelines waiting and observing, then gradually gets 

involved in the new activity. 
    

My child can have an initially negative response, but will change to a positive one 

 with the encouragement of a trusted adult   as he/she becomes familiar with 

the activity. 

    

Example: 

 

 

II. Please read each behavior listed below. For each one consider whether you have observed your child demonstrating 

that behavior. Put a check () in the box that best matches how frequently you have observed this behavior in your 

child.  Respond candidly, so that we will have an accurate picture of your child as a unique individual.  

 Check each item as independent of the other items. Check the “U” category if you do not have enough 

information or are unsure. It is a neutral response and does NOT count against your child. 
 

 

KEY:        U = Unsure       S = Seldom/never       O = Occasionally       F = Frequently       A = Almost always 

Observed behaviors U S O F A Observed behaviors U S O F A 

1. 
My child has started to sound out 

words and read.         
     9. 

My child enjoys painting or drawing, 

using many complex details that add 

meaning to his/her “work of art.” 

     

2. 

My child remembers complex 

information about numbers or 

ideas or facts or past events. 

     10. 

My child is persistent in questioning, 

asking about details or seeking deeper 

understanding. 

     

3. 

My child easily learns from 

experience and applies previous 

experiences to new situations. 

     11. 

My child has a favorite subject about 

which s/he has put together a large 

amount of information.  

     

4. 

When my child talks about 

something unusual s/he uses many 

elaborate details. 

     12. 
My child enjoys showing HOW he/she 

accomplished a difficult task. 
     

5. 

When playing and problem 

solving, my child improvises with 

commonplace materials and 

objects. 

     13. 

My child can get so involved with an 

activity that he/she gives up other 

pleasures in order to work on it. 

     

6. 

My child suggests imaginative 

ways of doing things, even if the 

suggestions are sometimes 

impractical. 

     14. 
My child prefers playing with older 

children rather than age-mates. 
     

7. 

My child uses unusual verbal 

associations about situations or 

things that are humorous. 

     15. 

My child will continue to work on 

activities or tasks, even when they are 

hard for her/him. 

     

8. 

My child enjoys identifying 

shapes, measuring, sequencing, or 

counting. 

     16. 
My child enjoys independent play 

without guidance from an adult. 
     

 

 



ID: __________ 

[2015] This form must be returned to the HCES Admissions office by 4 PM, January 5
th

, 2015. 

Thank you for taking the time to help us know your child. 

III. Choose THREE behaviors for which you checked “Frequently” or “Almost always.” In the space provided 

give a specific, brief example of each of these. Limit your example to the space provided.  Your writing ability 

does not influence the decision process. Please print clearly. If you paste a typewritten response into the space, 

please use a 10 pt size font or larger. 
 
 

Behavior number:  

 

 

 
Behavior number:  

 

 

 

Behavior number:  

 

 

 
IV. Please list three of your child’s favorite activities, interests, talents in this space: 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3.  
 

V. What does “giftedness” mean to you, and why do you believe that HCES is a good match for your child? 
 

 

VI. Briefly describe an activity that you most enjoy doing with your child. 
 

 

 


